Edinburgh/Lothian Butterflies 
Updated 2019-08-09 -- David Merrick -- Latest Version 


@® These are the butterflies you will expect to encounter around and nearby Edinburgh & the 
Lothians. 


@ SECTIONS - It is divided into two sections, firstly, a section of upperside photos, and then a 
section of underside photos; between the them the two sections should to cover what you 
managed to see or photograph. Some species, in particular, rest with their wings up and so are 
most readily seen through their undersides. 


@ SUBSECTIONS - Within each section, uppersides or undersides, are subsections of colour or 
patterning respectively. You will find a visual subsection summary at the start of each section. 


@ SPECIES - Each species within the upperside section has an upperside photo with labels of 
features, and inset underside photo and map where not common. The photos are from 
ukbutterflies.co.uk to keep them official. The English name, latin name, a verbal note of its 
commonness or spread in the region, and links (to the websites listed below) are all provided so 
you can view all the details, photos and maps. In the underside section, the underside photo has 
inset upperside but no maps (these can be found in the uppersides) but has English, latin and a 
verbal note of commonness. 


@ PDF VIEWERS - In a PDF Viewer you can browse and jump directly into the sections and their 
subsections in a tree format using the software’s bookmarks/navigator feature. 


@ ASSESSING & PHOTOGRAPHY - Many of the species are quite distinguishable when seen by eye, 
however some will need a camera and an inspection of the photo. It is assumed that people will try 
to photograph the butterflies and particularly aim to capture the upperside, however do always try 
to catch the underwings also wherever you can as they are as much a part of its identity and can 
prove very useful for identifying. 


@ WEBSITES 
1. ukbutterflies.co.uk - this site provides the photos and is the first Details link 
2. butterfly-conservation.org - this site is the second Details link 


3. species.nbnatlas.org - this site provides the inset maps and is the Map link. Inset maps are 
for records 1975 onward and include unconfirmed records since they are few and do not 
alter the overall gist of the map. The map link is to all records including very old ones and 
you'll need to click ‘Interactive Map’ and then advanced search to adjust the date range. 
The map backgrounds are from Google Maps. 


@ FACEBOOK FORUMS 
1. East Scottish Butterflies 
2. Butterflies UK 
3. Butterflies and Moths of GB & Ireland 


Species Covered 


These are the species covered, ordered by English (left) and Latin (right) names. 





ENGLISH 


Brimstone 

Clouded Yellow 
Comma 

Common Blue 

Dark Green Fritillary 
Grayling 

Green Hairstreak 
Green-Veined White 
Holly Blue 

Large Heath 

Large Skipper 

Large White 
Meadow Brown 
Northern Brown Argus 
Orange Tip 

Painted Lady 
Peacock 

Purple Hairstreak 


Red Admiral 
Ringlet 
Scotch Argus 
Small Blue 
Small Copper 
Small Heath 


Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 


Small Skipper 
Small Tortoiseshell 
Small White 
Speckled Wood 
Wall 





LATIN 


Gonepteryx rhamni 
Colias croceus 
Polygonia c-album 
Polyommatus icarus 
Argynnis aglaja 
Hipparchia semele 
Callophrys rubi 

Pieris napi 

Celastrina argiolus 
Coenonympha tullia 
Ochlodes sylvanus 
Pieris brassicae 
Maniola jurtina 

Aricia artaxerxes 
Anthocharis cardamines 
Vanessa cardui 

Aglais io (Inachis io) 
Favonius quercus 
(Neozephyrus quercus) 
Vanessa atalanta 
Aphantopus hyperantus 
Erebia aethiops 

Cupido minimus 
Lycaena phlaeas 
Coenonympha pamphilus 
Boloria selene 
Thymelicus sylvestris 
Aglais urticae 

Pieris rapae 

Pararge aegeria 
Lasiommata megera 





LATIN 


Aglais io (Inachis io) 
Aglais urticae 
Anthocharis cardamines 
Aphantopus hyperantus 
Argynnis aglaja 

Aricia artaxerxes 
Boloria selene 


Callophrys rubi 
Celastrina argiolus 
Coenonympha pamphilus 
Coenonympha tullia 
Colias croceus 

Cupido minimus 

Erebia aethiops 


ENGLISH 


Peacock 

Small Tortoiseshell 
Orange Tip 

Ringlet 

Dark Green Fritillary 
Northern Brown Argus 
Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary 

Green Hairstreak 
Holly Blue 

Small Heath 

Large Heath 

Clouded Yellow 
Small Blue 

Scotch Argus 


Favonius quercus (Neozephyrus quercus) 


Gonepteryx rhamni 
Hipparchia semele 
Lasiommata megera 
Lycaena phlaeas 
Maniola jurtina 
Ochlodes sylvanus 
Pararge aegeria 
Pieris brassicae 
Pieris napi 

Pieris rapae 
Polygonia c-album 
Polyommatus icarus 
Thymelicus sylvestris 
Vanessa atalanta 
Vanessa cardui 


Purple Hairstreak 
Brimstone 
Grayling 

Wall 

Small Copper 
Meadow Brown 
Large Skipper 
Speckled Wood 
Large White 
Green-Veined White 
Small White 
Comma 

Common Blue 
Small Skipper 
Red Admiral 
Painted Lady 








Uppersides 


@ Choose the basic colour of the butterfly’s upperside (colours are graduated) and go to its section 
(use the bookmarks or just scroll down); all necessary features are indicated for each species - 


-O White to Very Pale 
- Yellow / Orange / Red 


- | Brown 
-H Dark/Black 
-H Green 


-@@S& Blue / Purply / Grey-Blue 


White to Very Pale 


- Pieris napi - Common - - Pieris rapae - Common - Details & 
Details & Details - Map Details - Map 
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- Pieris brassicae - Common - - Anthocharis cardamines - 


Details & Details - Map Common - Details & Details - Map 
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Ojareste 
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Black with large 
Spread rearward 


Brimstone female (male is yellow) - Gonepteryx 
rhamni - Exceptionally Rare - Details & Details - 


Map 








Yellow 


Brimstone female (male yellow) - Gonepteryx 
rhamni - Very Rare - Details & Details - Map 





-- Colias croceus - - ditto 
Occasional - Details & Details - Map 
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Orange /| Red / Yellow 


- Aglais urticae - Common - ‘ - Vanessa cardui - Common - 


Details & Details - Map Details & Details - Map 
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- Polygonia c-album - Frequent - Details - Lycaena phlaeas - Common - 
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- Argynnis aglaja - 
Occasional+ - Details & Details - Map 
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il - Lasiommata megera - Far East Coast - 
Details & Details - Map 
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- Ochlodes sylvanus - Far East 
Coast (1 Rec in Edinburgh City) - Details & 
Details - Map 
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| - Thymelicus sylvestris - 
Occasional in City & S & E outside city - Details 


Dark tirk only 
on male 
‘ Noe Biche 
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- Coenonympha pamphilus - 
Patchily Frequent - Rests with wings closed 
presenting an underside like Meadow Brown but 
it is much smaller in size - Details & Details - 


Map 


Small Butterfly 7 





- Aglais io (Inachis io) - Common - - Anthocharis cardamines - 
Details & Details - Map Common - Details & Details - Map 
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Brown 


- Aricia artaxerxes - 
Rare but frequent S & E outside region (see 
map) - Details & Details - Map 
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- Hipparchia semele - Patchy 
(City, and occasionally coastal to E) - Rests with 
wings closed - Details & Details - Map 
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ius - Erebia aethiops - Absent (1 
record near Linlithgow) however frequent S & W 
outside the region - Details & Details - Map 
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- Maniola jurtina - Common - - Callophrys rubi - Patchily 
Underside very similar to Small Heath Frequent - Details & Details - Map 
(“Orange”) - Details & Details - Map 


(If the orange is very extensive you may have an exceptional record of a 
Gatekeeper - Pyronia tithonus - see Details & Details - Map) 
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- Aphantopus hyperantus - Common - - Coenonympha tullia - Pentlands & 
Details & Details - Map E & W - rests with wings closed- Details & 
Details - Map 
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Speckled Wood - Pararge aegeria- Occasional 
Far East and Very Occasional in City - Details & 
Details - Map 


(If you lack the base ‘eyes’ you may have an exceptional record of a 
Grizzled Skipper - Pyrgus malvae - Details & Details - Map) 











Black / Dark 


Red Admiral - Vanessa atalanta - Common - 
Details & Details - Map 
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Green 


Green Hairstreak underside - Brown on 
upperside (see Brown section) - Callophrys rubi 
- Very Patchy - Details & Details - Map 





Blue / Purply / Grey-Blue 


Common Blue male - Polyommatus icarus - Common Blue female - Polyommatus icarus ssp 
Patchily Common - Details & Details - Map mariscolore (ssp icarus inset) - ditto 
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Holly Blue - Celastrina argiolus - City & 
Occasional E Coastal - Details & Details - Map 
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Purple Hairstreak male - Favonius quercus Purple Hairstreak female - ditto 
(Neozephyrus quercus) - Exceptionally Rare but 
frequent outside to the West - Details & Details 


- Map 
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Small Blue - Cupido minimus - Very Rare (East Small Blue - ditto 
Coastal) - Details & Details - Map 
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Unusual Records 


Butterflies that have been blown off course sometimes end up in the Edinburgh/Lothians, or used 
to be present or recorded but no longer are... 


Swallowtail - Papilio = Marsh Fritillary - Pearl-bordered 
machaon - 1 record Euphydryas aurinia - Fritillary - Boloria 
(normally SE England) - Used to be present in euphrosyne - old 
Details & Details - Map the past, with its multi- records - Details & 
hued windows on its Details - Map 
wings - Details & 

Details - Map 
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Undersides 


Choose a pattern scheme and go to the section:- 


Simple Colour Windowed Large-Dappled Orange-Blob- Mottled 
(+Dots/Eyes) Edged 





Simple Colour (+Dots, Eyes or None) 


Holly Blue - Celastrina argiolus - City & Small Blue - Cupido minimus - Very Rare (East 
Occasional E Coastal - Details & Details - Map Coastal) - Details & Details - Map 





Green Hairstreak - Callophrys rubi - Very Brimstone - Gonepteryx rhamni - Exceptionally 
Patchy - Details & Details - Map Rare - Details & Details - Map 
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Clouded Yellow - Colias croceus - Occasional - Brimstone - Gonepteryx rhamni - Exceptionally 
Details & Details - Map Rare - Details & Details - Map 





- Pieris brassicae - Common - 


- Pieris rapae - Common - Details & 
Details & Details - Map 
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- Pieris napi - Common - - Lycaena phlaeas 
Details & Details - Map Details & Details - Map 
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) - Thymelicus sylvestris - ! - Ochlodes sylvanus - Far East 
Occasional in City & S & E outside city - Details Coast (1 Rec in Edinburgh City) - Details & 
& Details - Map Details - Map 


No pale windows 
May be mudGgy-brown 
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et - Aphantopus hyperantus - Common - 
Details & Details - Map 
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ma | Borderec | - Boloria selene Pa d Lady - Vanessa cardui - Common - 
- Occasional - Details & Details - Map Details & Details - Map 
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Large-Dappled 


llary - Argynnis aglaja - 
Occasional+ - Details & Details - Map 
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sreeny Dackeround 





Orange-Blob-Edged 


- Aricia artaxerxes - - Polyommatus icarus - Patchily 
Rare but frequent S & E outside region - Details Common - Details & Details - Map 
& Details - Map 








Orange necklace edge 
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Mottled 
- Anthocharis cardamines - | - Anthocharis cardamines - 
Common - Details & Details - Map Common - Details & Details - Map 
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Vein-Highlighted 


Green-Veined White - Pieris napi - Common - 
Details & Details - Map 





Cuspy-Edged 


Comma - Polygonia c-album - Frequent - Details 
& Details - Map 





Dark 


Peacock - Aglais io - Common - Single V dark 
brown - Details & Details - Map 
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Tidal Colouring 


Small Tortoiseshell - Aglais urticae - Common - 
Details & Details - Map 
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Red Admiral - Vanessa atalanta - Common - 
Details & Details - Map 
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Grayling - Hipparchia semele - Rests with 
wings closed - Patchy (City, and occasionally 
coastal to E) - Details & Details - Map 
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) th - Coenonympha pamphilus - Rests , - Pararge aegeria - Occasional 
wih wings closed - Patchily Frequent - Details & Far Fast and ‘Very Occasional in City - Details & 
Details - Map Details - Map 
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H - Coenonympha tullia - Rests with Wall - Lasiommata megera - Far east coast - 
wings piosed : Pentlands & E & W- Details & Details & Details - Map 


Details - Map 
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- Coenonympha tullia - Rests with 
wings closed - Pentlands & E & W- Details & 
Details - Map 
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- Erebia aethiops - Absent (1 


record near Linlithgow) however frequent S & W 


outside the region - Details & Details - Map 


Broad silver band 
(colour may be poorly 
Ca)iisioil akeqUibs pl=re) esi GaN Al ayes 
broad almost to base 


Dark: 


ie 
a >» a r 


— 


(may be hard to dis 





- Favonius quercus - 
Exceptionally Rare but 
frequent outside to the West - Details & Details 


- Map 


White tide line 





- Maniola jurtina - Common - 


Details & Details - Map 
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